
Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value
a measurement scale designed by ASHRAE to rate 
the effectiveness of air filters.
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GOOD Pollen, Pet Dander, Dust/Lint, Dust Mite

*Range 1
(0.3-1.0)

*Range 2
(1.0-3.0)

*Range 3
(3.0-10.0)

Typical Application Most Common Filter Type

n/a n/a 20 ≤ E3 MERV 5 

n/a n/a 35 ≤ E3 MERV 6 

n/a n/a 50 ≤ E3 MERV 7

n/a 20 ≤ E2 70 ≤ E3 MERV 8 

• Paint Booth Inlet
• Industrial
• Standard Residential
• Standard Commercial buildings
• Higher Education
• Hospital Outpatient

• Poly Pad & Frame
• Poly Disposable
• Pleated 
• Cube/Pocket

There are no MERV 17-20 filters. Anything beyond a MERV 16 are considered HEPA filters and have a particle size removal rating of 99.95-99.9999% and are recommended for: Cleanrooms, Electronics MFG.,
Pharmaceutical MFG., Carcinogenetic Materials, Radioactive Materials. 
*Ranges 1 - 3 shown above referer to a size chart that shows the 3 levels of microns sizes with Range 1 being the smallest.
**Not available for residential use

Filtered Contaminants

BETTER Pollen, Pet Dander, Dust/Lint, Dust Mite, Mold Spores, Smog, Odor

35 ≤ E1 80 ≤ E2 90 ≤ E3 MERV 12 

*Range 1
(0.3-1.0)

*Range 2
(1.0-3.0)

*Range 3
(3.0-10.0)

Typical Application Most Common Filter Type

n/a 35 ≤ E2 75 ≤ E3 MERV 9

n/a 50 ≤ E2 80 ≤ E3 MERV 10

20 ≤ E1 65 ≤ E2 85 ≤ E3 MERV 11

• Select Residential
• Select Commercial
• Higher Education
• Hospital Outpatient/Inpatient

• Pleated
• Bags
• Rigid Cell
• Rigid Pleat

Filtered Contaminants

BEST Pollen, Pet Dander, Dust/Lint, Dust Mite, Mold Spores, Smog, Odor, Smoke, 
Bacteria, Allergens, Virus Carriers

*Range 1
(0.3-1.0)

*Range 2
(1.0-3.0)

*Range 3
(3.0-10.0)

Typical Application Most Common Filter Type

50 ≤ E1 85 ≤ E2 90 ≤ E3 MERV 13 

75 ≤ E1 90 ≤ E2 95 ≤ E3 **MERV 14 

85 � E1 90 ≤ E2 95 ≤ E3 **MERV 15

95 ≤ E1 95 ≤ E2 95 ≤ E3 **MERV 16

• Superior Residential
• Superior Commercial
• Higher Education
• Research
• Hospital Inpatient

• Pleated 
• Bags
• Rigid Cell
• Rigid Pleat
• 4-V 

Filtered Contaminants
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